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“Christ Our Good Shepherd Shepherds and Saves by His Rod and Staff, namely, His Word and Sacraments.”
 

Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil:  for Thou art with me; Thy rod and Thy staff, they comfort me.

Psalm 23:4.
 

Introduction.


What are the Rod and Staff of our Good Shepherd Jesus Christ?  The Rod and Staff of our Good Shepherd are His Word and Sacraments, i.e., the Saving Gospel
.


The rod or staff of a shepherd is used to protect the flock from whomever or whatever would go after the flock and lead it to safe and nourishing pasture.  So Christ’s Word and Sacraments deliver from the world, our flesh, and the devil.  In this life of the valley of the shadow of death, our Good Shepherd shepherds us safely through all life’s woes and perils and richly feeds and nourishes with the Gospel, the Power of God unto Salvation.


The Rod and Staff of our Good Shepherd are His Word and Sacraments, i.e., the Saving Gospel.

I.  Christ Our Good Shepherd Fashions Our Salvation by His Passion.
A.  The valley of the shadow of death is this world fallen in sin.


What is the valley of the shadow of death?  The valley of the shadow of death is this fallen world.
  Because of the fall of Adam, God’s entire creation is cursed and become full of troubles, an existence and valley overshadowed everywhere by the wages of sin, death

.  The Apostle St. Paul writes:

For the creature was made subject to vanity, not willingly, but by reason of him who hath subject the same in hope.  Because the creature itself also shall be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of God.  For we know that the whole creation groaneth and travaileth in pain together until now.

The Apostle St. Paul has reproduced what befell man and creation after the fall into sin.  Moses writes:

And unto Adam he said, Because thou hast hearkend unto the voice of thy wife, and hast eaten of the tree, of which I commanded thee, saying, Thou shalt not eat of it; cursed is the ground for thy sake; in sorrow shalt thou eat of it all the days of thy life;  Thorns also and thistles shall it bring forth to thee; and thou shalt eat the herb of the field; In the sweat of thy face shalt thou eat bread, till thou return unto the ground; for out of it wast thou taken:  for dust thou art, and unto dust shalt thou return.


Life has become difficult and fraught with peril not in and of itself but because of Adam’s fall into sin.  Luther writes of this fallen creation:

“All the creatures are against us, prepared and armed to bring about, if possible, our destruction.  How many are there whom fire and water destroy?  How much peril threatens us from wild and venomous beasts, which harm not only our bodies but also our food, intended for our nourishment?  Not to mention that we ourselves fall upon each other and murder each other, just as if there were not enough pestilence and other calamities to threaten us ....  What are thorns, thistles, water, fire, caterpillars, flies, fleas, lice, bugs, etc., what are all these, jointly and severally, but messengers which preach to us of sin and of the wrath of God? .... Therefore, though we know better and our eyes see it, we are living in a more than Egyptian darkness.  Though all creatures ever remind us of the wrath of God, so that we cannot avoid seeing it, yet we do not pay any attention to it, but love this earthly life and cling to it as our only delight.”

Again, Luther writes of the fallen creation:

Heaven and earth creak and crack like an old house ready to crash and collapse and act in every way as though they divined that the world is soon to come to an end and that The Day is close at hand.


The valley of the shadow of death is this fallen world with its troubles and calamities.

B.  Christ Our Good Shepherd Fashions our Salvation by His Passion.


Christ our Good Shepherd, however, interceded for man immediately after the fall into sin – otherwise man would have perished immediately, making this vale of tears and valley of the shadow of death a paradise in comparison.  Luther writes of Christ’s intercession in the Garden of Eden:

But God comes in a very soft breeze to indicate that the reprimand will be fatherly.  He does not drive Adam away from Himself because of his sin, but He calls him and calls him back from his sin.  Yet Adam does not understand or see this fatherly concern, since he is overwhelmed by his sin and terror.  He does not notice that God deals far differently with the serpent.  He does not call the serpent.  Nor – in order this way to call to repentance – does he ask the serpent about the sins that has been committed.  But He condemns it immediately.  This shows that even then Christ, our Deliverer, had placed Himself between God and man as a Mediator.  It is a very great measure of grace that after Adam’s sin God does not remain silent but speaks, and in many words indeed, in order to show signs of His fatherly disposition.  With the serpent everything is done differently.  And so, although the promise concerning Christ is not yet there, it is already noticeable in the thought and counsel of God.


Yes, Christ placed Himself between God’s wrath over Adam’s sin and Adam the sinner.  As might be expected, that intercession cost Christ a great deal.  The Apostle St. Peter writes:

Who his own self bare our sins in his own body on the tree, that we, being dead to sins, should live unto righteousness:  by whose stripes ye were healed.  For ye were as sheep going astray; but are now returned unto the Shepherd and Bishop of your souls.


Isn’t that what a good shepherd does?  If need be, he places himself between the wolf and the flock.  That’s what Christ Our Good Shepherd did.  He placed Himself between us the sinners and bore the full brunt of God’s infinite and eternal wrath so that we would not and, thereby, be saved.  Jesus says:

I am the good shepherd:  the good shepherd giveth his life for the sheep.  But he that is an  hireling, and not the shepherd, whose own the sheep are not, seeth the wolf coming, and leaveth the sheep, and fleeth:  and the wolf catcheth them, and scattereth she sheep.  The hireling fleeth, because he is an hireling, and careth not for the sheep.  I am the good shepherd, and know my sheep, and am known of mine.


Christ Our Good Shepherd gave His entire Life to Atone for our sins.  He Fashioned our Salvation by His Passion.

II.  Christ Our Good Shepherd Fashions His Rod and Staff, i.e., His Word and Sacraments, i.e., the Gospel, by His Passion, to Shepherd Men into Salvation and Life Eternal.

A.  Christ Fashions His Rod and Staff, namely, His Word and Sacraments, i.e., the Gospel, by His Passion.


When Christ Fashioned our Salvation by His Passion, that means He Fashioned His Rod and Staff by His Passion.  His Rod and Staff are Christ’s Word and Sacraments, namely, the Saving Gospel, through which He culls men from the devil’s kingdom and preserves them in that salvation unto life everlasting.  The Apostle St. Paul writes that Christ Fashioned the Gospel by His Passion:

... Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it; That he might sanctify and cleanse it with the washing of water by the word ... .

In other words, Christ died on the Cross for our sins so He could save us by the Blessed Waters of Holy Baptism, Fashioning Holy Baptism, which is the Gospel
, by His Passion.  Luther writes of Christ’s Fashioning the Saving Gospel by His Passion:

[H]oly baptism was purchased for us through this same blood, which was shed for us and with which he paid for sin.  This blood and its merit and power he put into baptism, in order that in baptism we might receive it.  For whenever a person receives baptism in faith this is the same as if he were visibly washed and cleansed with the blood of Christ.  For we do not attain the forgiveness of sins through our work, but rather through the death and the shedding of the blood of the Son of God.  But he takes this forgiveness of sin and tucks it into baptism.
 


Through Christ’s Word and Sacraments, i.e., the Gospel, Christ Our Good Shepherd culls men out of the devil’s kingdom of darkness and makes them members of His Everlasting Flock, the Church.  The Apostle St. Peter writes:

But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light:  Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God:  which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.


What culled us out of the devil’s kingdom of darkness?  It was the Gospel.  And therein we also see our Good Shepherd’s Rod and Staff:  It is the Gospel.
  The Rev. Dr. George Stoeckhardt writes:

In the “rod and staff” we can see God’s Word and Sacraments, by which God supplies His believers with fortitude and stamina for the worst perils of their heavenward way.

B.  Christ Our Good Shepherd Shepherds Us with His Rod and Staff of His Word and Sacraments, the Gospel, unto life eternal.


As Dr. Stoeckhardt has noted, Christ leads through this difficult and perilous valley of the shadow of death by His Rod and Staff, His Word and Sacraments, i.e., the Saving Gospel.  Thus we see that Christ our Good Shepherd doesn’t lead us to life eternal, but rather starts us with life eternal through the Gospel and keeps us on that path through this vale of tears and valley of the shadow of death through the same Rod and Staff, the Gospel, His Word and Sacraments.
  The Apostle St. Matthew writes:

And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth.  Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost; Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you:  and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world.  Amen.

Conclusion.


Christ Our Good Shepherd gives His all for His Flock the Church.  He intercedes to bear the full fury God’s wrath to spare and save us.  Our Salvation came at the expense of His Passion.


Christ Fashioned His Saving Rod and Staff, His Word and Sacraments, the Saving Gospel, by His Passion.  Through His Word and Sacraments, Christ Our Good Shepherd abides with us and culls us from the dark fold of the devil and keeps us through this life, this valley of the shadow of death, in life eternal unto the resurrection of the body when He returns again in Glory.
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